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THE NECESSITY OF BIBLICAL TRAINING FOR LAY 

WORKERS. 



Below most differences as to Christian doctrine lie different 
opinions as to the Bible. No permanent progress can be made 
in either the reiteration or the restatement of the- 
Bad Biblical ology until men reach some common ground at this 
Source of Re P omt > anc * many a man finds his struggle toward 
Lieious Doubt more rational and helpful ideas as to God and 
immortality hindered by some view of inspiration 
which, though utterly unwarranted, has been the accepted 
postulate of religious argument. Indeed, perhaps the greatest 
difficulty in the way of theological progress lies in a misunder- 
standing as to the purpose, character, and authority of the 
Scripture. Men are concerned, not with the inherent truth of a 
doctrine, but with the question as to whether it squares with 
some theory of inspiration. 

And the same is true as regards religious doubt. There is 
very little to question in the teaching of Jesus. That men 
should be honest and pure ; that they should serve and love 
God and their fellow-men ; that they should pray; that they 
should prepare for an immortal life ; that they should find in 
Jesus himself the great revelation of divine love — no man need 
pass through a season of bitter doubt as to such matters. But 
doubt is generally not concerned with the ethical and the reli- 
gious elements of Christian thought. It concerns itself with 
formulas. But he who finds it difficult to accept formulas as 
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true which seem to him untrue, finds himself at the same time 
in uncertainty, not merely as to the doctrine, but as to the Bible 
upon which it is alleged to be built. If he is wise enough to 
study the Scripture sanely and reverently, such intellectual con- 
fusion will generally vanish, but it is at this point that most 
men, for some reason or other, halt. 

It is not our purpose, however, to discuss doubt, but rather 
to call attention to a fact lying back of it. Speaking generally, 
and always with due allowance for necessary excep- 
Consequent tions, much religious indifference and doubt may 
Importance of bc trace( j to tne instruction in the Bible received in 
School Teacher tne Sunday school. The impressions made in child- 
hood, be they never so general, are almost certain 
to affect, if not regulate, the thinking of one's maturer years, 
and many a man has passed through a paralyzing struggle with 
doubt which might have been avoided had there been no mis- 
leading teaching as to the Bible given him while a child. 

If there were no other reason, this fact makes it indispen- 
sable that the Sunday-school teacher should have training in 
Bible study. It is unpardonable for the Protestant churches to 
leave the doctrinal and religious instruction of their future mem- 
bers to untrained men and women who must inevitably propa- 
gate misinterpretations of the Scripture and its teachings. To 
guarantee intelligent faith in the man one must presuppose intel- 
ligent instructors of the child. It is the knowledge that such 
preparation is not demanded in the average Sunday school that 
causes many parents to fear to expose their children to the 
danger of being taught, as divinely inspired truths, crude opinions 
which must be unlearned in later years. For in unlearning such 
instruction they are only too liable to question Christianity itself. 
The remedy for such a danger to the church lies in the biblical 
education of its lay workers. 

And this instruction must be something more than a cramming 
process. Sunday-school teachers must know something more 
than what to teach on the next Sunday. Such a process, so 
frequently the sole work of a teacher's meeting, may perhaps 
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be better than nothing ; for presumably the pastor or the super- 
intendent is more intelligent in the use of the Scripture than 
those he instructs; but there is in it little or no 

The Sunday- disciplinary value, and too often but little to lead 
School Teacher , , , . , , 

Must be Taught t ' ie teacher to adopt a correct attitude toward the 

Bible as a whole, or to biblical teaching as a 
whole. The proper training for the Sunday-school teacher is 
that received by the pastor himself. Not that it should be in 
the original languages — although there are many Sunday-school 
teachers who might well study the Scripture in Greek or in 
Hebrew — but rather that the teachers should be taught to 
handle his Bible as theological students are taught in any repu- 
table seminary how to handle theirs. They should learn to adopt 
the historical point of view ; to become interpreters rather than 
comment-makers ; to let the Bible do its own teaching. They 
should be taught to use the best helps, even though they are not 
the product of their own denominational publishing house ; to 
distinguish rigorously between a lesson suggested by a passage 
and the actual teaching of that passage. They should be taught 
that exhortation is valueless unless it presupposes instruction, 
and that their first duty as teachers in the Sunday school is not 
to entertain their pupils, but to instruct them in the Word of 
God. 

The pastor cannot safely abandon this teaching of those who 

are to teach the members of the future church to enthusiastic 

young women or young men, totally uninstructed 

except by others themselves uninstructed. Good- 
the Pastor r J 

ness, spirituality, prayerfulness, indispensable as 
each is, can never by themselves make suitable Sunday-school 
workers. It is the duty of the pastor to train up teachers. If 
he does not do it, who will ? And if he does not do it well, 
who will correct his errors ? And if untaught or ill-taught 
teachers propagate their ignorance, the inefficiency and igno- 
rance of his church, and the struggles with doubt of his parish- 
ioners, must be charged in large measure to the pastor himself, 
who, while pretending to stand for the truth of the Bible, has 
not trained his teachers to teach it. 
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But a pastor's duty is by no means limited to those who con- 
stitute the teaching force of the Sunday school. So long as any 
membei of his church is likely to be drafted into 
The Need of the work of instruction, it will be his duty to be the 

Bible Study for biblical teac h er of his entire church. He cannot 

All Church 

Members i° r a moment forget that, as the ordinary church 

is organized, biblical instruction will be given the 
young by lay workers and not by himself. They, and not he, 
give men their first theological impressions. His duty, there- 
fore, is clear. He must not only himself become a conscien- 
tious, unsectarian student of the Bible, but he must also train up 
a generation of men and women to be the same. He must see 
that the religious instruction given children is moral and soundly 
biblical. In this way alone can he hope to build up a strong and 
long-lived organization. Anecdotes, oratory, theological dema- 
gogism may draw the crowds and swell the church rolls, but not one 
of them will build a strong church. The country is strewn with 
wrecks of societies which have been for a moment swollen into 
abnormal size by some entertaining speaker ; but one will look 
long for a church whose pastor has met the responsibility for the 
biblical instruction which is not, and will not remain, virile. 

In a single sentence : The pastor must be the teacher of 
teachers. 



